THE NATIONAL MINORITIES
various oudying areas of the Union were needed for the develop-
ment of the whole country, to defend it from foreign foes and
to raise the standard of life of all the peoples.
In regard to her natural resources, her forest lands, her huge
stretches of fertile soil and her water power, the U.S.S.R. occupies
first place in the world. These resources were, comparatively,
scarcely tapped in Tsarist Russia, and almost from the first days
of its existence, the Soviet Government set about studying these
resources; they sent out scientific expeditions to all parts of the
country where rich deposits were known to exist or suspected,
or where the possibility of cultivation of hitherto uncultivated land
presented itself.
The various national Republics have been brought nearer to
one another and to the centre of the U.S.S.R. by the building
of railways. Some 3,612 kilometres of permanent way has been
laid across Kazakhstan alone during the last twenty years, the
railways carrying, in addition to passengers, also coal, ores, oil,
cotton, tea, grain, hides, machinery, and other manufactures to
and from the Republics; in addition there are air lines in these
areas where in Tsarist times the only means of communication had
been the camel or the mule. It is a notable fact that more goods
of all kinds arrived in the Ukraine by rail in 1936 than die total
received at all stations in Tsarist Russia in 1913. The goods carried
by the Ukraine railways in 1936 were nearly three times that in
1913, and 2,018 kilometres of railway line have been built in that
Republic since 1918.
On the White Russian railways the goods carried were four
times that in 1913; in Turkmenistan, over five times; in Uzbekistan,
nearly four times; in Tadzhikistan, about eight times that in 1913.
In the Kirghiz, which had no railway lines at all in pre-war Russia,
155 kilometres of track were laid and in 1936 some 2,365,000 tons
of goods transported along them.
Among the most important industrial constructions in the
national Republics may be mentioned huge textile works in
Uzbekistan; non-ferrous metal works in Kazakhstan; oil wells in